


COVID-19 Response
Program

This program was rolled-out in two phases. Phase 1, the COVID-19 Youth Support Fund, involved
administering direct grants to former youth in care to help support their emergency needs such as housing
costs, food and household supplies, mental health supports, technology support for e-learning and more.
The Foundation received an unprecedented amount of direct applications in two days, four times the usual
number of applications received annually, highlighting the increased need for support stemming from

the pandemic.

After gaining knowledge and learnings about how best to serve these populations from the first phase of
the Program, and as the COVID-19 pandemic was moving from an acute emergency to a longer-term reality,
the Foundation shifted the focus of our COVID-19 Response Program from providing direct grants to young
people to partnering with organizations across Canada who were able to directly respond to the emerging
needs of children, families, and former youth in care. To accomplish this, Phase 2 consisted of two new
funds: the Child & Family Support Fund and the Support Fund for Former Youth in Care. Child- and
youth-serving organizations and agencies were able to apply for Foundation support to run an emergency
fund, program, or service.

Phase 2 of the COVID-19 Response Program allowed us to extend our reach across Canada, to develop

new partnerships, and to ultimately maximize our support for children, youth and families throughout the
pandemic. It was our hope that by providing grants during this time to frontline organizations that families
would be supported, that the number of children entering care on a permanent basis could be reduced, and
that former youth in care would be supported both financially and otherwise throughout the pandemic.

“Simply, without the funding
provided we would have seen

a number of youth going

without food, potentially losing
their housing, potential for
having to drop-out of school
due to a lack of resources (e.g.

technology, books).”
- Durham Children’s Aid Foundation




HIGHLIGHTS

37,677 PEOPLE REACHED 759 DONORS

INCLUDING 7,227 FAMILIES AND WITH OVER
5,596 FORMER YOUTH IN CARE. $9.3 MILLION
GRANTED
71 chilo vouTH 15 InDiGENOUS-LED
AND EAMILY SERVING ORGANIZATIONS SUPPORTED WITH
ORGANIZATIONS 22 GRANTS IN TOTAL DIRECTED
SUPPORTED TOWARDS SERVING INDIGENOUS
COMMUNITIES

2
31 GRANTS DIRECTED 10 PROVINCES AND
TOWARDS AGENCIES SERVING 2 TERRITORIES
BLACK COMMUNITIES 5

Emergency grants distributed through the Child and Family Support
Fund and Support Fund for Former Youth in Care addressed
emergency needs such as:

¢« Food and other essentials (i.e. hygiene supplies,
diapers, formula, etc.)

¢ Immediate shelter needs and housing costs

e Mental and physical health supports

¢ Technology support for e-learning

This funding also allowed child- and youth-serving partners to:

* Adapt or realign existing service delivery and programs to a COVID-19 reality to support children and
families at risk
¢ Deliver new services or programs as a result of COVID-19

“Many families lost their means of income [due to the pandemic] and were struggling to
manage their minimal monthly income. By providing sacred medicine support, children
and families were able to connect with their culture. They are able to use the medicines for
their personal well-being, and when participating in any scared ceremonies and cultural

programs that may be happening virtually. Providing funding for medical support enabled

children and families to stay safe and healthy.”

- Native Child and Family Services, Ontario




THE IMPACT - CHILD & FAMILY FUND

The Child & Family Support Fund

children & youth.

Partners reporting back
about how the supports
impacted recipients of the

Child & Family Support fund

noted the top four impacts

they observed as:

e 68% of recipients
experienced improved
mental health

e 43% of recipients
experienced decreased
feelings of isolation

e 43% of recipients
experienced reduced
financial strain or stress

e 43% of recipients
experienced increased
food security

THE CHILD & FAMILY SUPPORT FUND

7,227 families + 9,104 individual

32,081 caregivers, children, and youth

“The key impact (has been) prevention. Helping families
who are struggling because of COVID and other issues,
to be able to provide the necessities and safety for their
children, so they are not being taken back into care.
Helping the families to get some of the supports and
services back in place so they can have visits with their

children and eventually get them back home.”
- Halifax Children’s Aid Foundation

Number of people supported out of a total of 32,082

8,395 parents/caregivers

9,105 adolescents
(ages 13-18)

4,459 infants to preschoolers
(ages 0-5)

10,123 school-ages children
(ages 6-12)



THE IMPACT - YOUTH FUND

The Support Fund for Former Youth in Care

Partners reporting back
about how the supports
impacted recipients of the
Support Fund for Former
Youth in Care noted the
top four impacts they
observed as:

94% of recipients
experienced reduced
financial strain

68% of recipients
experienced increased
food security

58% of recipients
experienced improved
mental health

60% of recipients
experiencing increased
housing security

5,446 individuals.

“We had a former youth in care reach out to our

agency in distress. She reported that she was

working a contract job and had tested positive

for COVID-19. She was laid off work, would not be
getting paid, had to isolate, and was scared and
feeling lost. She was worried about paying rent and
bills, how she would get food and groceries, and
dealing with the stress of the situation. The youth
reported that this funding was a “life saver” and
that she didn’t know what she would do without

our support.”
- Family & Children’s Services of St. Thomas and Elgin

THE FORMER YOUTH IN CARE SUPPORT FUND
Ages of recipients

47% of recipients 22-25 years old

were youth ages —
16-21 years old

were youth
aged 26+

37% of recipients identifying as a population over-represented in child
welfare (i.e. Indigenous and/or Black), including 29 youth identifying
with both over-represented populations.

The average age of the total number of recipients was 22 years old.

37% of recipients
were youth ages

16% of recipients



CELEBRATING OUR PARTNER AGENCIES AND DONORS

Thank you to our incredible partner agencies across the country who worked tirelessly on the front line to
deliver these emergency supports. None of this work would be possible without our extraordinary community of
compassionate, committed donors and supporters. Thank you.

PARTNER AGENCIES
Adoptive Families Association of BC -
Agedout.com
Animikii Ozoson Child & Family Services Inc.
Batshaw Youth and Family Centres
Black Women in Motion - ON
Bookworm Club ¢/o The Jean Tweed Centre
Boost Child and Youth Advocacy Centre
Child & Family Services - Department of Social
Development & Housing
Child Welfare League of Canada
Children’s Aid Foundation of Ottawa
Children’s Aid Society of Algoma
Children’s Aid Society of the Districts of
Nipissing and Parry Sound
Children’s Aid Society of Hamilton
Children’s Aid Society of Toronto
Connections Community Services
Covenant House
Cree Nation Child & Family Caring Agency
Dakota Ojibway Child & Family Services
Dan’s Legacy Foundation
Durham Children’s Aid Foundation
Family and Children’s Services of Guelph
Wellington
Family and Children’s Services of St. Thomas
and Elgin
Family and Children’s Services of the
Waterloo Region
Fondation Ancrage Jeunesse
Fondation du Centre Jeunesse de Montréal
Fondation du Centre Jeunuesse
de la Montegerie
Fondation du Centre jeunesse de Laval
Fondation jeunesse du CISSS de
Chaudiéere Appalaches
Foster Family Coalition of the
Northwest Teritorries
Fraser Valley Foster Parents Association
Halifax Region Children’s Aid Foundation
Halton Children’s Aid Foundation
Heberjeune Parc-Extension
Home for Every Child Adoption Society
Hull Services
iHuman Youth Society
Indigenous Perspectives Society
John Howard Society of York Region
Kawartha-Haliburton Children’s Foundation
Key Assets Children & Family Center
(Child & Youth Advocacy Center)
Lu’ma Native Housing Society and
First Funds Society
McMan Child & Family Services
Metis Child & Family Services
Michif Child & Family Services
Mnaasged Child and Family Services
Nanaimo Aboriginal Centre
Native Child and Family Services of Toronto
Niagara Foundation for Family &
Children Services
Ontario Children’s Advancement Coalition
Pacific Community Resources Society
Parents of Black Children
Partners For Youth
Peacebuilders Canada
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Peel Children’s Aid Foundation
Rendezvous Satellite Rotary Club
Restoration and Empowerment for Social
Transition Centres
Safe Families Canada
Simcoe Muskoka Family Connections
Southeast Child and Family Services
Southern First Nations Network of Care
StepStones for Youth
The Catholic Children’s Aid Foundation
The Children’s Foundation
The Windsor-Essex Children’s Aid Foundation
Trellis
First Call BC - Fostering Change
c/o Vancity Community Foundation
VOICES - Manitoba’s Youth In Care
Women’s Multicultural Resource and
Counselling Center of Durham
Wood’s Homes
Yorkton Tribal Council Child & Family
Services Inc.
Yonge Street Mission
Youth Opportunities Unlimited

DONORS & SUPPORTERS

This COVID-19 Response Program supporter list
recognizes the generosity of donors who made a
gift of $1,000 or more directly to the Program.

$5,000,000+
The Rogers Foundation

$1,000,000 - $4,999,999
The Government of Ontario
The Northpine Foundation

$250,000 - $999,999
RBC
The Slaight Family Foundation

$100,000 - $249,999
Anonymous (3)

Balsam Foundation

Citi Foundation

Center for Disaster Philanthropy
La Fondation Emmanuelle Gattuso
TELUS Friendly Future Foundation

$50,000 - $99,999

Anonymous

Azrieli Foundation

Echo Foundation

Intact Public Entities

Scotiabank

Simplii Financial

Spin Master

Medavie Health Foundation

the we know foundation

TPC Toronto of Osprey Valley in association
with the Humeniuk Foundation

$25,000 - $49,999
Cannonbury
Donner Canadian Foundation

To learn more, please contact:
Valerie McMurtry, President & CEO
Children’s Aid Foundation of Canada
T: (416) 923-0924 ext. 263

E: vmcmurtry@cafdn.org

Laidlaw Foundation

Lawson Foundation

LesLois Shaw Charitable Foundation

The Catherine and Maxwell Meighen
Foundation

PetSmart Charities® of Canada

The Rossy Foundation

Stanley Black & Decker Canada

Teck Resources Limited

Weston Family Foundation

$10,000 - $24,999

Anonymous (2)

The Atkinson Foundation

Mark Daniels and Andrea Weissman-Daniels
Linda and Bob Goldberger
Greenrock Charitable Trust

Marg MacLean and Dave McCann
TJX Canada

Moses & Temara Tobe Foundation
The UPS Foundation

Aaron Zifkin

$5,000 - $9,999

Anonymous

Altas Partners LP

The Jalynn H. Bennett Foundation
BlackRock Asset Management Canada Ltd.
The Canavan Family Foundation
Richard and Darleen Falconer
James C. Johnson

The Robert G. Kearns Foundation
Fred and Donna Leslie

Dr. Jeremy Sturgeon

Julie and Scott Werry

$1,000 - $4,999

Anonymous (6)

Geoffrey Belsher

Sheila Block

Martina Borchardt and Family
CanadaHelps.org

Central 1 Credit Union

John and Diane Gibson

John Grayson

Jupiter Energy Advisors

The Lindy Green Family Charitable Foundation
Mike Keilhauer

David Leith and Jacqueline Spayne
Andrew and Jessica Maciel

Jane Marshall

Steve and Anita Marshall

Morella Menon

Robin Pascoe and Rodney Briggs
Ellen Powell

Reel Causes Society

Norine Rose

Pierre Senecal

Jim Shenkman and Denise Zarn
Mairi Stewart

Nazanin Tabei Rahbar

Toronto Life-Spring Christian Fellowship
Townsend Family Foundation
Kathleen Wronski

cafdn.org
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